



An  Example :  The Willis Pilot Study 



ROS  Classes��





Class�Notes��Remote�Essentially unmodified, shielded from noise or visual impacts from the Snowy River, Pinch River and Indgeegoodbee River valleys.  

Only built structures are of a historic nature related to past cattle grazing activities.

Extremely low levels of visitor numbers and interaction, limited by the lack of access other than low maintenance walking tracks. 

Possible use at some time in the future of permit systems and gateway signage or other programs for positive visitor education.��Semi-Remote

Non-motorised�Predominantly unmodified and generally within 1 or 2 km of the noise or visual impacts that might be generated in the Pinch River Valley below.  

Vehicular tracks  (Nine Mile and Charcoal Range) are within locked gates which prohibit motorised access, but allow bushwalking.  

No facilities. 

Some possibility of interaction with other visitors on the walking tracks. ��Semi-Remote

Motorised�Related to access from the Ingeegoodbee Track (4WD), the Snowy 4WD Track, southeast of Guttamurh Ford and the Sandy Creek 4WD Track on the east side of the Snowy River just north of  Scotchies Old Yard.

Only built structures are of a historic nature related to past cattle grazing activities.

Predominantly unmodified (but note the grazing paddocks on the private land enclave on the Ingeegoodbee River).

Accessible only via unsealed four-wheel drive roads and walking tracks.  

No facilities, however, very basic facilities such as toilets or fireplaces considered essential for resource protection may be allowed.  

Moderate contact with other visitors on the 4WD and walking tracks.

No signage or information bays at car parking areas do not exist, but could be allowed in some situations as appropriate.  

Every effort should be made to maintain the semi-remote ambience of this area.��Roaded Natural�The Barry Way-Snowy River Road corridor which runs parallel to the Snowy River in all but the most southern part of the study area.

Modified environment within a reasonably natural setting, with the road and limited camping/picnic areas along the road.  

Currently an unsealed 2WD formation. 

Some areas with camping areas of significant size, such as the main camping area just south of Willis and that at the confluence of the Pinch River. 

Considerable visitor interaction in peak season.

Significant on-site management intervention with signage, delineation of car parking and camping areas, toilets and visitor information booths. ��













Some  Key Issues.



This area provides excellent examples of the difficult judgement issues involved in identifying  separate classes and the inevitable ambiguity and overlapping which occurs.  The Victorian plan of management for the Cobberas-Tingaringy NP  defines the Willis area as ‘roaded natural’, and this class potentially provides for the development of a sealed road and relatively sophisticated and even intrusive or urbanised camping facilities.



However, at present within Victoria, the camping facilities are very basic, and the natural character of the area remains relatively intact, and is a major attraction for visitors. There is a considerable difference of opinion on how far road upgrading or other further development might take place, as opposed to retaining only (or even reducing) the current level of development. 



Moving into the Kosciuszko NP, where ROS classes have not yet been applied by the NPWS, one sees that the camping facilities are further developed with a more ‘urbanised’ style, even approaching what might be classed as ‘semi-developed’.. 



The spirit of the Memorandum of Understanding suggests that the whole of that section of the Barry Way might be treated in the same way. The judgement which must be made now is whether to 



draw back from development in NSW and aim at emphasising the natural character of the area, or 



to continue development under the roaded natural mandate, which may well mean a steady increase in facilities, a progressive change in their character, and a marked increase in density of use, or 



maintain the difference between the NSW and Victorian areas, so that the northern end assumes virtually a semi-developed character, while the south retains its natural ambience.  



Certainly, international trends would tend to favour maintenance of the semi-remote character, and encouraging the establishment of any  higher density development on nearby private land. But, there is the question of how far campsites can be expanded without compromising this quality. At the moment there is a growing number of informal campsites (without any built facilities) while each of the formal sites is showing evidence of growth in camping numbers at the peak seasons.  We will return to this question in section 6 below.



This issue goes hand-in-hand with the nature of the road surface. Currently, the road remains unsealed other than on a few of the more difficult bends where bitumen has been laid down. Some people express the view that the road should be sealed to open up wider access (particularly to rental-car drivers). Others argue that it should not be further developed, as the current road maintains the semi-remote ambience of the site (particularly important to current campers) ; reduces the speed of through traffic (of special importance, given the fact that the road bisects important camping areas) and arguably, by travelling more slowly the quality of experience of through-trip visitors in enhanced. 

We must say that we would strongly support the second of these views, simply because there very few other quality family campsites of such natural ambience and aesthetic quality. 



Finally, this area also illustrates the problem of relating the ROS to the current NSW Wilderness legislation. Normal park management practice generally locates wilderness areas only within the ROS Remote Class, usually with a buffer zone provided by semi-remote areas. This provides for very direct compatibility in management practice, and does not introduce conflict between ROS management and wilderness management principles. However, the practice in NSW means that declared wilderness falls within, or immediately abuts, at least roaded natural areas. Further, if the pattern of development at the Pinch River confluence continues in its present direction, it will move to the semi-developed class and be even more incompatible with wilderness principles.
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